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Reply to Office Action of June 10, 2005 

AA^NDAfF.NTS TO T HE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claim 1-18 (Cancelled). 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): image formation system formed with at least two 
units of digital copying machines connected to each other and in which a plurality of the 
connected digital copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 

each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document i$ set in 
one of digital copying machines and at least two units of the digital copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
accordixig to a print request from the outside, and 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
flie printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine interrupts the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy 
fimctioti, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit comiected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machixie, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus , wherein 
said memory unit ftirther comprises: 
at least two storage units,; 
at least two local buses: and 
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i^^cf tw. coTTipress i^" ii^^tsi: said compression umts are able to perfonn a 
..n.nr...ion ^ ^^^^^ fi-....-^ of s.id .iat., said stor^e Tmit^ hHnr Hirnrtl y r.ot.nected to 
"--^ r.nr,^soond^» f tl^^^^r> with said lor.l b^i'^.s allowing? an exteiu M 
^r.^ . T,.^Uel da t ^ Hnd data retrieval frotn said memory uait 

Claim 20 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 19, wherein 
each of said digital copying machines outputs images printed by printer operation and images 
printed by copy operation ba^ed on the link copy function to different paper output sections. 

Claim 21 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 19, wherein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines axe directly coimected to each other. 

Claim 22 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 19, wherein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines are connected to each other through a 
network. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): An image formation system formed with at least two 
units of digital copying machines cowiected to each other and in which a plurality of the 
connected digital copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 

each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document is set in 
one of digital copying machines and at least two units of the distal copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
according to a print request ftom the outside, and 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
the printer operation accordmg to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
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machine vmts until the printer operation is finished and starts the copy operation based on 
the link copy function after the printer operation is finished, 

^vherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received fix)m said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus , wherein 
said memory unit further comprises: 
at least two storage units; 
at least two local buses: and 

at least two compression units: said compressi on imits are able to performa 
fr.i^ pT«ssion and decompression of said data, said fitf>rage units being directly connected to 
said com pression units corresponding thereto wi t h said local buses. aUowjng an external 
device to perform a paiallel data storage and data retrieval fifom said memory unit 

Claim 24 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 23. wherein 
each of said digital copying machines outputs images printed by printer operation and images 
printed by copy operation based on the Unk copy function to different paper output sections. 

Claim 25 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 23, wherein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines are directly connected to each other. 
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Claim 26 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 23, wherein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines are connected to each other through a 
network- 

Claun 27 (Currently Amended): An image formation system formed with at least two 
units of digital copying machines comiected to each other and m which a plurality of the 
connected digital copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 

each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document is set in 
one of digital copying machines and at least two units of the digital copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
accordii^ to a print request from the outside, and 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during, 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine displays a message to tite effect that the printer is operating and also a menu screen 
used to instruct a following operation to be executed, and 

when Interrupt is selected in the menu screen, the digital copying machine interrupts 
the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy faction; when Wait is 
selected, the digital copying machine waits until the printer operation is finished and starts 
the copy operation based on tiie link copy function after the printer operation is finished; and 
when Cancel is selected, tixe digital copying machine cancels the copy operation ba^ed on the 
link copy function, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controUer via a system bus and configm«d to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
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a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression miit via a local bus in said memory imit and not via said system bus^JS^erein 
p^ftmnrv unit fi it^er comprises: 
at lfta«it twn storage units: 
at least two local buses: and 

at two compre.^sioTi units: 8 >»^^ ^ nm pression mate are able tff perform a 
.„^P^oo;^„ .r,H H^comoressi o^ nf ^^i^ data, said stora^^e units beinp diTer.tly connected to 
.^^ pr^^inn units conT T^i^Hm^r thereto with said local buses, allowing an extexnal 
tn p^nrni a uaraH ^^I HafA .storage »nH data retrieval from said memory unit . 

Claim 28 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 27, wherein 
each of said digital copying machines outtputs images printed by printer operation and images . 
printed by copy operation based on the link copy fimctionto different paper output sections. 

Claim 29 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 27, wherein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines are directly connected to each other. 

Claim 30 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 27, w*erein at 
least two units of said digital copying machines are connected to each other through a 
network- 

Claim 31 (Original): The image formation system according to claim 27, wherein the 
digital copying machine dismisses the menu screen to start the copy operation based on the 
link copy function when the printer operation according to the print request from the outside 
has ended during displaying of the menu screen. 
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Claun 32 (CurrenUy Amended): A digital copying machine connected to at least 
another one of digital copying machines ^ih ^vhich data communications can be performed, 

said digital copying machine havmg: 

a link copy Junction that a document is set in the machine itself or another digital 
copying machine and at least two miits of the digital copying machines share the job of 
• executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing according to a 
print request from the outside, wherein, 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
the prmter operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine interrupts the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy 
function, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bu s^erem 
said memor y fttrther comprises; 
ftt if -asf two storage units: 
at least two local huaesi and 

at least twn cninnression mats: said f-omnression units are able to perfbnn a 
n^^pr ^^rfoti and decompression of said ^ ^ta, said storage imitS being directly CQpn^ted to 

com pression unite corresDondin o thereto with said local buses, allowing ^ external 
rtftvice to nerform a parallel data storage an d data retrieval from said memory unit. 
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Claim 33 (Original): The digital copying machine ax:cording to claim 32, said digital 
copying machine outputting images printed by printer operation and images printed by copy 
operation based on the link copy function to different paper output sections. 

Claim 34 (Origioal): The digital copying machine according to claim 32. said digital 
copying machine directly connected to at least another one of said digital copying machines. 

Claim 35 (Original): The digital copying machine according to claim 32, said digital 
copying machine comiected to at least another one of said digital copying machines through a 
network. 

Claim 36 (Cuirentiy Amended): A digital copying machine connected to at least 
another one of digital copying machines with which data communications can be performed, 
said digital copying machine having: 

a link copy fimction that a document is set in the machine itself or another digital 
copying machine and at least two units of the digital copying machines share the job of 
executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing according to a 
print request ftom the outside, vdierein, 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed 
during the printer operation according to the print request fiom the outside, the digital 
copying machine waits until the printer operation is fmished and starts the copy operation 
based on the link copy function after tiie printer operation is finished, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 
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a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configuxed to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus^^jteis 

at least two Storage units; 
at least two local buses: and 

1^„ ct two fiomn^e■ ° ^i>^■^ "Tiit.^: said comnression units are able to perfoim ^ 

..H H..^^nr...ion o f said data, sai d storar^ unit^ being directly connected tQ 
..it. corresoo T^H^n. tn^t^to with said local hases. aUowinp an external 
A„,;.. p^nrm ^ n^raJlel H.t. storage and data retrieval from said memory unit . 

Claim 37 (Original): The digital copying machine according to claim 36, said digital 
copying machine outputting images printed by printer operation and images printed by copy 
operation based on the link copy fimction to different paper oulput sections. 

Claim 38 (Original): The digital copying machine according to claim 36, said digital 
copying machine directly connected to at least another one of said digital copying machines. 

Claim 39 (Origmal): The digital copying machine according to claim 36, said digital 
copying machine connected to at least another one of said digital copying machines through a 
network. 

Claim 40 (Currently Amended): A digital copying machine connected to at least 
another one of digital copying machines with which data communications can be performed, 
said digital copying machine having: 
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a link copy ftmction that a document is set in the machine itself or another digital 
copying machine and at least two units of the digital copying machines share the job of 
executing copy operation on said document, and a printer fimction of printing according to a 
print request ftom tiie outside, wherein, 

^en the start of copy operation based on the link copy fimction is instructed durmg 
the printer operation according to the print request ftom the outside, the digital copying 
machine displays a message to the effect that the printer is operating and also a menu screen 
used to instruct a following operation to be executed, and 

when Interrupt is selected in the menu screen, the digital copying machine interrupts 
the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy function; when Wait is 
selected, the digital copying machine waits until the printer operation is finished and starts 
the copy operation based on the link copy function after the printer operation is finished; and 
when Cancel is selected, the digital copying machine cancels the copy operation based onihe 
tinic copy firoctioii, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 

a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received &om said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bu s, wherein 
said memorv unit fur tfaef comprises: 

at least two gtnrafrpi unitfi- 

at least tvyo local buses: and 

at least two compression units: said compression units are able to perform a 
roin prefision and decoTnT,ression of s ^id data, said storage units being directly connected to 
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^^A .nn,nr..do r ^^-^^^ ^^"^^^din. th.r.to ^vith said local bm es allowin g an exte^ 

^^.^ . srnr^^e and data reteiev.; from said memory unit 

Claim 41 (Origi«al): The digital copying luachine according to claim 40, said digiul 
copying machine outputting images printed by printer operation and images printed by copy 
operation based on the link copy fimction to different paper output sections. 

Claim 42 (Original): The digital copying machine according to claim 40, said digital 
copying machine directly comiected to at least another one of said digital copying machines. 

Claim 43 (Original) ; The digital copying machine according to claim 40, said digital 
copying machine connected to at least another one of said digital copying machines through a 
network. 

Claim 44 (Original): The digital copying machine according to claim 40 which 
dismisses the menu screen to start Hie copy operation based on the link copy function when 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside has ended during 
displaying of the menu screen. 

Claim 45-82 (Cancelled). 

Claim 83 (New): An image formation system formed with at least two units of digital 
copying machines connected to each other and in which a plurality of the connected digital 
copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 
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each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document is set in 
one of digital copying machines and at leasttwo units of the digital copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
according to a print request ftom the outside, and 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
tiie prittter operation according to the print request ftom the outside, the digital copying 
machine interrupts the printer operation to start tiie copy operation based on the link copy 
jEimction, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system contioUer via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus, wherein 
said memory unit further comprises an image synthesis section, wherein said data and a data 
already stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 

Claim 84 (New): An image formation system formed with at least two units of digital 
copying machines connected to each other and in which a pluraUty of the connected digital 
copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 

each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document is set in 
one of digital copying machines and at least two units of the digital copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
according to a print request from the outside, and 
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when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine waits untU the printer operation is finished and starts the copy operation based on 
the link copy function after the printer operation is finished, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locaUy in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus, wherein 
said memory unit further comprises an image synthesis section, wherein said data and a data 
already stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 

Claim 85 (New): An image formation system formed with at least two units of digital 
copying machines connected to each other and in which a plurality of the connected digital 
copying machines can share and execute one job, wherein 

each of the digital copying machines has a link copy function that a document is set in 
one of digital copying machines and at least two units of the digital copying machines share 
the job of executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing 
according to a print request from the outside, and 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine displays a message to the effect that the printer is operating and also a menu screen 
used to instruct a fbUowing operation to be executed, and 
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when Interrupt is selected in the menu screen, the digital copying machine intemipts 
the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy function; when Wait is 
selected, the digital copying machine Nvaits until the printer operation is finished and starts 
the copy operation based on the link copy function after the printer operation is finished; and 
when Cancel is selected, the digital copying machine cancels the copy operation based on the 
link copy function, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locaUy hi 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 
a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus, wherein 
said memory unit further comprises an image synthesis section, wherein said data and a data 
already stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 

Claim 86 (New): A digital copying machine connected to at least another one of 
digital copying machines with which data communications can be performed, said digital 

copying machine having: 

a link copy fbnction tliat a document is set in the machine itself or another digital 
copying machine and at least two units of the digital copying machines share the job of 
executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing according to a 
print request fiom the outside, wherein, 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy function is instructed during 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
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^chine interrupts the printer operation to sl^the copy operation based on the liU. copy 
function, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit com^ected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally m 
the digital copying machme, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 

a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received fiom said 
compressionunitviaalocal bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus, wherem 

said memory unit further comprises an image synthesis section, v^herein said data and a data 
akeady stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 

Claim 87 (New): A digital copying machine connected to at least another one of 
digital copying machines with which data commmiications can be performed, said digital 

copyixig machine having: 

a link copy fimclion that a document is set in the machine itself or another digital 
copying machine and at least two units of the digital copying machines share the job of 
exeeating copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing accordmg to a 
print request j&om the outside, wherein, 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy fimction is instructed during 
the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, the digital copying 
machine waits until the printer operation is finished and starts the copy operation based on 
the link copy ftmction after the priWer operation is finished, 

wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to 
system contioUer via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 
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a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 

a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus. wherein 
said memory unit further comprises an image synlhesis section, wherein said dato and a data 
already stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 

Claim 88 (New): A digital copying machme connected to at least another one of 
digital copying machines with which data communications can be performed, said digital 

copying machine having: 

a link copy function that a document U set in the machine itself ox another digital 

copying machine and at least two units of the digital copying machines share the job of 

executing copy operation on said document, and a printer function of printing according to a 

print request from the outside, wherein, 

when the start of copy operation based on the link copy fimction is instructed during 

the printer operation according to the print request from the outside, Hie digital copying 

machine displays a message to the effect that the printer is operating and also a menu screen 

used to instruct a following operation to be executed, and 

when Interrupt is selected in the menu screen, the digital oopyhig machine interrupts 
the printer operation to start the copy operation based on the link copy function; when Wait is 
selected, the digital copying machine waits until the printer operation is finished and starts 
the copy operation based on the link copy function after the printer operation is finished; and 
when Cancel is selected, the digital copying machine cancels the copy operation based on tiie 
link copy function. 
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wherein each of the digital copying machines comprises a memory unit connected to a 
system controller via a system bus and configured to store a data of the document locally in 
the digital copying machine, said unit comprising: 

a compression unit, configured to compress said data; 

a storage unit, configured to store said compressed data received from said 
compression unit via a local bus in said memory unit and not via said system bus, wherein 
said memory unit further comprises an image synthesis section^ \\iierein said data and a data 
already stored in said storage unit can be synthesized. 
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